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“Si So Mi” ZHANG XU Zhan Solo Exhibition

Date 12/09/2017—01/ 20/ 2018

Opening 12/09 Sat.4-7pm

Venue Project Fulfill Art Space (1F., No. 2, Alley 45, Lane 147, Sec 3, Sinyi Rd.
Taipei 10658, Taiwan)

Artist Talk 12/23 Sat. 3pm

Guest Nobuo Takamori, Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts Curator

Email : info@projectfulfill.com www.projectfulfill.com Contact: Yu-San Kang

Project Fulfill Art Space is pleased to present artist ZHANG XU Zhan'’s solo exhibition Si So Mi
opening in December. This exhibition follows the artist’s 2015 solo exhibition and will feature his
new work developed over the past 2 years, continuing his long-term, large-scale animation Hsin
Hsin Joss Paper Store Series. Exhibited will be the fourth and latest installment Hsin Hsin Joss
Paper Store Series Room 004 - Si So Mi. The opening reception will be on Saturday 9 December
at 4pm, and an artist talk will be held on Saturday 23 December at 3pm with guest Nobuo

Takamori.

“The line between life and death impressed deeply on my childhood as I recall a vivid memory of a
sun-soaked day at noon, a bucket of water filled almost to the brim, with a cage of newly caught

rats half submerged struggling for freedom, until exhaustion grants them with an inevitable death”

In the new work Hsin Hsin Joss Paper Store Series Room 004 - Si So Mi, ZHANG XU Zhan
choreographs a dance performed to the German folk song ‘Ach wie ist's méglich dann’z. The
imagery portrayed unfolds in time with the song, revealing a mirror’s reflection, items used for a
birthday celebration, the dwelling place of spirits, a funeral band performing in a forest, and an
obscure diary filled with the logic of existentialism. The work centers on the lowliest of animals,
dry and squashed flat, neglected within the city; humble mice revel in a celebratory dance, telling

the story of their own lives while examining the relationship between life and death.

2 “Ach wie ist's moglich dann” (How can I leave thee), can also be interpreted as “true love”. In
Taiwan folk culture the song was often performed at funerals, marking the era in which Western
instrumental bands were introduced into Taiwan. The first three notes of the song ‘Si So Mi’
became synonymous with funeral bands, an amusing and stark contrast to the song’s original use
in the 1935 German literary film as the soundtrack for a love story.
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The work’s reference to death not only refers to the spiritual body, but like the reinterpretation
of the German folk song, the work also refers to the changes in our cultural landscape and
material objects becoming obsolete. The artist considers this as a form of death, however when
viewed from another perspective, what was obsolete undergoes a process of change,
transforming into a new form of existence and identity, finding a new approach when

confronting death.

ZHANG XU Zhan’s artwork consists of animation and film, extending the exploration of image,
video and installation. The artist combines the diverse experiences of existence in contemporary
society into absurd and grotesque imagery collectively enclosed within each scene, portraying
the juxtaposition of revelry and loneliness that comes with an ending. The artwork focuses on the
changing perspectives of every day life, integrating myth, celebration, funeral ritual, puppetry,
music and image, responding to the historical memories of the joss paper industry, the
experience of contemporary life and its ever shifting meanings. Referencing the perspectives of
life and death, the artist depicts a kind of self-depreciating black humor, subtly responding to the

awkwardness of existence within reality.

Artist Introduction

ZHANG XU Zhan (b. 1988) was born into an ancestral history of the traditional paper sculpture
craft, making and selling paper effigies for religious rituals and ceremonies for over a century. His
family’s home and business, the ‘Hsin Hsin Paper Sculpture Store’ in Xinzhuang produces paper
offerings in the form of spiritual houses, spiritual dolls, mythical animals, flowers and birds
among others. After discovering his love of animation while studying at university, he combined
both influences to create his own unique art practice. ZHANG XU specializes in using animation,
video installation and multi-channel experimental film to expand his creative imagery. By
changing the intention of the cultural objects used at times of celebration and mourning, the
artist explores the rituals of everyday life, staging dramatic scenes like a mythical comedy that

closely examines these daily rituals and the aesthetics of death.
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Solo exhibitions: Si So Mi - ZHANG XU Zhan Solo Exhibition, Project Fulfill Art Space, Taipei,
Taiwan (2017); Inferiority Bat, Taipei Digital Art Center, Taiwan (2015); Ritual of Cathode Ray
Tube, Taiwan National Museum, Taiwan (2012)

Selected group exhibitions: Resurrection, Surplus Space, Wuhan, China (2017); Kau-Pué, Mutual
Companionship in Near Future : Folk Art Parade, Soulangh, Tainan, Taiwan (2017); Kuandu
Biennale 2016 - Slaying Monsters, Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts, Taipei, Taiwan (2016); Expanded
Experimental Animation Festival IIl — Endocrine, Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei, Taiwan
(2016); Transformations: Contemporary Media and Manifestations, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine
Arts, Taiwan (2016); 5t Asian Art Biennial, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taiwan (2015);
Street Fun, Fun Street- MOCA X Community Art Festival, Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei, Chi
Feng street, Taiwan (2015)

Film Festival: Fantastic Fest -( DRAWN AND QUARTERED )special program, America (2014); 26th
Stuttgart Festival of Animated Film (ITFES) - Cult Night Animated Horror, Germany (2014); Short
Shorts Film Festival & Asia, Tokyo, Japan (2014); The 7th Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary
Art -APT7 Cinema, Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA) and Queensland Art Gallery (QAG), Australia
(2012); 28th International Short Film Festival Berlin, Berlin, Germany (2011)

Awards @ ART-SANYA - HUAYU YOUTH AWARD, Selected, Sanya, China (2016); Tianmei Art
Foundation, Artist visit the Venice Biennale (2015) ~ 2015 Made In Taiwan-Young Artist Discovery,
Selected (2015); S-An Art Award, S-An cultural Foundation, Taipei, Taiwan (2015); 37th Golden

Harvest Awards for Outstanding Short Films, Animation selected (2015); 7t Digital Art Awards

Taipei, First Prize (2012)

Collections: Permanent Collection, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan;

Ministry of Culture Art Bank, Taiwan; Taiwan, Japan and Thailand private collections.
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Hsin Hsin Joss Paper Store Series Room 004 - Si So Mi
2017
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Single channel animated video installation, glazed paper, paper mice, newspaper, paste

4 min




