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Defection from Definition Chen Chien-Jung Solo Exhibition
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Professor Emeritus at Tainan National University of the Arts
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Defection from Definition CHEN Chien-Jung Solo Exhibition
Date: 23 June 2018 - 21 July 2018

Opening: 23 June (Sat) 4-7pm

Artist Talk: 7 July (Sat) 3pm

Guest: Ava Pao-Shia Hsueh, Former Director at the National Taiwan Museum of Fine
Arts, Professor Emeritus at Tainan National University of the Arts

Venue: Project Fulfill Art Space (1F., No. 2, Alley 45, Lane 147, Sec. 3, Sinyi Rd, Taipei
10658)

Email : info@projectfulfill.com www.projectfulfill.com Contact: Yu-San Kang

Project Fulfill Art Space presents Defection from Definition, Chen Chien-Jung Solo
Exhibition opening in June. The exhibition will include ten new works from the artist’s
recognized Landscape and Aircraft series, through which the artist continues to develop
and pursue the exploration of the “meaning behind the existence of painting”. The
opening reception will be held on Saturday 23 June at 4pm, and an artist talk will be
help on Saturday 7 July at 3pm, with guest speaker Ava Pao-Shia Huesh in discussion

with the artist.

“I have a Sonic Youth t-shirt, the quality is not very good, with very little cotton in the
fabric. When I bought it in 2003 my girlfriend resented it for a long time. But because
the black t-shirt was printed with one of my favorite bands, I still like it a lot. Apart from
having a cute image on the front, it is also printed with a few French words. Close
friends will know that I lived in Paris for a while, a lot of them assuming that I brought
this t-shirt back from France. But actually this band is from New York, not Paris, and I
got it while wandering around Jin Qiou Mall on Da An Road in Taipei. This really is an
amusing mistake. Thinking about this kind of misinterpretation and divergence is

actually quite similar to my art practice these recent years.” - Chen Chien-Jung

Defection from Definition

Compared to Chen'’s previous focus on creating something from scratch, in recent years

he places more emphasis towards considering how to reproduce the traces of everyday
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life and objects. The collections of image material that he is drawn to largely consist of
technical drawings of cross sections and plan elevations. He explains that whenever he
sees these technical replicas, he imagines filling them in. In the process of reinterpreting
an image, the difficult choice is whether or not to preserve the traces of everyday life
inherent to the physical object. The discrepancies between painting and object is where
Chen can find enjoyment in his own articulation, “if the image is perfect, it is rather
boring, because it is already perfect, so it does not seem necessary to reproduce it”.
Chen’s works enquire into the essence of painting, and at times are filled with a defiant
challenge. Painting at its height and most rare uses its medium to evoke influence and an
energy that transcends its materiality. While people usually cultivate, presume or
construct meaning within themselves, when viewing a painting, it is a moment when the
material space and the viewer’s internal space overlap each other, this experience
constitutes the uniqueness of painting and its appreciation. This sense of familiarity also
becomes what people always hope to find within painting. However, Chen tries to resist
these pleasant conditions of comfort, appreciation and unity, he attempts to open up
another dialogue of painting, the use of materials, and the definition of classical forms.
Finding the gaps in re-understanding painting and detecting the possibility of
reinterpreting the established rules of real and imagined, reveals a hidden facet of
understanding Chen’s work, one of a nomadic figure constantly defecting from

definition.

Artist Introduction

Chen Chien-Jung (b. 1972) established his creative path and technique since the early
1990’s when he studied at the Taiwan National Institute of the Arts, Department of Fine
Arts. Growing up in the age of transformable model toys, Chen developed an interest in
their instruction manuals, rather than the toys themselves. The graphics and symbols in
the manuals inspired his imagination, symbolizing the configurations of their physical
counterparts, indicating the world of three-dimensional structures with precise
geometric patterns. His work studies the relationship between the abstract and the
concrete, two-dimensional representation of three-dimensional objects, symbols and
their physical expression, through an illustrated system of lines and form. The
correlations and gaps between the dichotomy of real and imagined are where the artist’s

vision lingers.
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Solo Exhibitions: Well-Lighted Rooms, Project Fulfill Art Space, Taipei (2017);
Decontextualization of Production, Xue Xue Green, Taipei (2015); Frozen Music, Tosee
Art Agency co., Taipei (2014); A Block, IT Park Gallery, Taipei (2011), Sky Blue x

Landscape, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei (2010)

Group Exhibitions: A Room, THE 201 ART, Taichung, Taiwan (2017); Rivers - The Way
of Living in Transition, Gwangju Art Museum, Gwangju, Korea (2016); Scope New York
2016 International contemporary art show, New York (2016); Transition of Times,
Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung (2015); The Pioneers of Taiwanese Artists,
1971-1980”, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung (2014)

Awards: The 10t Visual Arts Prize of Li Chun-shan Foundation by Li Chun-shan
Foundation (2007); Kaohsiung Prize of The 18th Kaohsiung Fine Arts Exhibition,
Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan (2001); Honorable Mention Artist,
selected by Vermont Studio Center, U.S.A (1999)

Residencies: Cité Internationale des Arts, Paris, Fance (2002-2003); International
Studio and Curatorial Program ( ISCP), New York, USA



